14 February 2017
BPF PIPES GROUP SUPPORTS NEW STANDARD FOR WATER PIPES IN CONTAMINATED
LAND

The BPF Pipes Group has added its support to the new British Standard (BS 8588) for
polyethylene pressure pipe with an aluminium barrier layer and associated fittings for potable
water supply in contaminated ground.

Since 2007, Water Industry Specification (WIS) 4-32-19 has specified the materials and
performance of piping systems. At the time, these products offered a new and innovative
means to transport drinking water through brownfield sites without the need for extensive
remedial work.

Now 10 years on and with an increasing emphasis on land reuse, polyethylene pipes with an
aluminium barrier layer are routinely used on large development sites. The long lengths
offered by coiled pipes minimise the number of joints required, saving time and the risk of
contamination. Members of the BPF Pipes Group offer complete pipe and fitting solutions
which are tested and awarded a BSI Kitemark to the WIS. In addition, the products offered by
members are WRAS approved, ensuring that public health is protected by preventing
contamination of public water supplies.

The Water Industry Specification and the products manufactured to it are now so successful in
dealing with the problem of laying potable water pipes through contaminated land that
manufacturers and water suppliers have been keen to ensure protection offered to consumers
through rigorous testing was further encouraged through translation of the requirements into
a British Standard.

Mike Shepherd, Water UK Standards Manager, who chaired the drafting group, said: “The
water companies, WRAS and manufacturers have worked together to accomplish the
publication of BS 8588. I am pleased that the British Standard retains all elements of the
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Water Industry Specification and ensures that systems tested to its requirements will continue
to be a reliable solution for protecting drinking water.”

The BPF Pipes Group members remind purchasers that WRAS approval is given to the whole
piping system. Dominic O’Sullivan, GPS PE Piping Systems, explained: “The true benefit of
installing these barrier systems is peace of mind for water suppliers and their consumers when
it comes to the quality of water at the tap. Integrity is assessed through the test for resistance
to permeation which is designed to demonstrate that components in a system can together
adequately resist the ingress of hydrocarbon contaminants. To comply with BS 8588,
manufacturers will need to declare the combinations of pipes, fittings and fusion joints which
have been proven to meet this standard. Purchasing from a member of the BPF Pipes Group
will ensure that confidence in the whole system can be assured.”

Water UK will archive WIS 4-32-19 when the new British Standard is published, and will
encourage specifiers to reference the new standard. Over the following 12 months,
manufacturers will be updating their certification from WIS 4-32-19 to BS 8588.

A full list of BPF Pipes Group members is available at www.bpfpipesgroup.com/members
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About the BPF Pipes Group
Part of the British Plastics Federation, the BPF Pipes Group is a trade association representing
manufacturers and material suppliers of plastic piping systems across the UK. Committed to sustainable
construction, its aims are to provide a forum for the exchange of technical expertise between member
companies and to promote the importance of plastic as a pipework material, for the full spectrum of
above and below ground, pressure and non-pressure applications. It also plays a key role in initiating
and disseminating research and informing and influencing the standards bodies pertaining to plastic
pipe systems. It works closely with the BPF and TEPPFA, the European Plastic Pipes and Fittings
Association.

