
            

 
 
Rainwater Gutter Systems and Loading 
 
With the perceived current climate change, it is becoming more difficult to predict weather 
patterns and therefore also the amount of snowfall that we are likely to experience. The 
unprecedented winter snowfalls of 2010 throughout the UK are a case in point. 
 
Unlike countries where heavy snowfall is common, and gutter systems are appropriately 
protected, the UK traditionally has not needed to do so. However a combination of highly 
insulated roofs, particularly in new buildings, allowing snow to accumulate rather than melt 
by heat loss from the building, coupled with an increase in exceptional weather events, 
means that the potential for damage to gutters may be increasing. 
 
All Pipes Group members manufacture PVC-U rainwater gutter systems in accordance with 
BS 4576 or to BS EN 607 and these are kitemarked where applicable. However, where 
systems do not fall under the umbrella of these standards, they are still manufactured to 
the same requirements in respect of leaktightness of joints, dimensional accuracy and 
durability and may be BBA approved. 
 
All systems are tested for resistance to deadweight loading and ladder impact resistance in 
accordance with either the BS or EN standard as appropriate. 
 
EN 1462 is the pan European (including Scandinavia) standard for load testing. Brackets 
meeting the heavy-duty loading requirements (Class H) of BS EN 1462 (750 Newton’s) are 
normally marked with an ‘H’, as per BS EN 1462. Brackets not specifically manufactured and 
approved to BS EN 1462 may also meet the Class H loading requirements of BS EN 1462 
even though they may not be marked ‘H’ and specific advice should be sought from the 
manufacturer in these cases. 

 

Material type, structure, and condition of the part of a building to which the gutter system 

is being affixed should be given serious consideration, for the following reasons: 

 

 If Class H brackets are being affixed to a fascia board, then a minimum of two off 
corrosion resistant round headed screws of length and gauge recommended by the 
manufacturer shall be used in each of the outermost fixing holes on the bracket. 
Some manufacturers supply brackets with more than two fixing holes and, in these 
cases, the manufacturer’s recommendations must be followed. Any variance from 
the screw type or frequency of fixing renders the installation as not conforming to 



the standard. In addition, where fascia boards are thinner than the recommended 
screw length, additional timber support battens should be fitted behind the fascia 
board to ensure that a secure fixing is obtained.  
 

 BS EN 1462 specifies hole-centres (minimum spacing between holes)  have been 
taken from the Eurocode for timber structures. 

 

 Where fixing holes in a bracket are close together, care should be taken to avoid 
splitting or weakening the fascia board when the screws are fitted, for example, by 
drilling correctly sized pilot holes for the screws. 

 

 In the case of facia boards, etc, the structure to which the gutter system is being 
affixed, also need to be securely affixed to the building.    

 
 

In areas likely to experience high winds or heavy snow loading it is recommended that 

bracket centres are reduced as a precaution. Snow boards should also be fitted to the eaves 

of pitched roofs. This precaution should also be considered wherever sliding snow might 

cause damage or injury to structures or persons below. 

 
 

For further details please refer to the manufacturers design and installation guides. 
 


